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News from the President 

What beautiful fall weather we are 

having.  I hope you are enjoying it.  

The Rolling Hills District meeting in 

Madison on October 1st was 

enjoyed by all that attended, many 

wearing hats.  I would like to 

extend a special thanks to the 

Hilllsboro Woman’s Civic Club for hosting and doing a 

wonderful job on preparing everything for us. 

Donna “Kinza” Christenson (OWC) helped us open the 

meeting with a ‘shimmy’ exercies to break the ice, help 

us destress and wake us up after our long car rides  – it 

worked!   Mr. Randy Otto then wowed us as Winston 

Churchill, telling us about Churchill’s life and answering 

our many questions.  Abby Lorenz closed with a 

presentation on “How to Write a Report”.  It was so 

informative—thank you Abby.   

Thank yous go to the five Clubs that donated those 

lovely baskets for our silent auction.  We will put the 

funds to good use! 

For those of you aware of my terrible fall, I so 

appreciated receiving your cards, thoughts and prayers.  

My eye surgery went well, I’m in therapy for my 

shoulder and I’m improving every day. 

Please send me notice of your events and any special 

announcements from your clubs.  I really enjoy hearing 

from each of you. 

Yours in Federation, 

Pat Soefker, President 

GFWC-WI Rolling Hills District 

Photo Ops with Sir Winston! 

 

Jean Traeder of Hillsboro 

 

Row1: Pat Soefker, Helen Fitzpatrick 

Row2: Sharon Phelps, Donna Christenson, Barb Johnson 

All of Oconomowoc Woman’s Club 
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Front Row: Jean Traeder, Randy Otto (as Winston 

Churchill), Rachel Novy 
2nd Row:  Pat Soefker, (Rolling Hills District President) 

Jane Jensen, Doris Picha Judy Mead  
Back Row:  Abby Lorenz, (State GFWC 2nd Vice 

President), Carol Wolfenden, Diana 
Marshall, and Vicky Novy 

 

Operation Smile 

Helen Hertneky (OWC) attended her 49th mission 

in September with Operation Smile, a GFWC 

partner. 

This medical group performs cleft lip and cleft 

palate surgeries in developing countries.  This 

mission was to Asuncion, Paraguay and 110 

surgeries were performed in the two weeks the 

group was there.  The surgery is free to the 

patients and changes their lives forever.  Post 

surgery, these patients are now able to attend 

school, get a job and fit into society in general.   

The Oconomowoc Woman's Club is most generous 

in donating small stuffed animals, toiletries, 

handmade quilts and monetary donations – which 

are so very much appreciated by the patients and 

their families. Contact Helen at 

to find out how your club 

can help! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fall Meeting was so delightful; we just had to 

share one more picture of smiling faces with Sir 

Winston Churchill.  We were honored that he 

joined us for lunch and gave us all the time we 

wanted for our questions and photos.  

Abby and Pat were joined by the women of 

Hillsboro.  Well done, Hillsboro. Great meeting! 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Hertneky and one of her little patients 
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Shot @ LIFE 

The GFWC partners with the UN foundation Shot @ 

Life Campaign to provide vaccines for children in 

developing countries against preventable diseases 

– like pneumonia, measles, or polio. 

Once again, Walgreen’s is generously participating 

in the Get One – Give One program.  GFWC 

reminds us that if we are updating our 

immunizations this fall, to please consider getting 

those ‘shots’ at Walgreen’s – it could help save 

lives! 

 

District Healthcare Scholarship 

Rolling Hills District will be presenting healthcare 
scholarships again in 2017.  The scholarships are 
open to graduating seniors and adult continuing 
education students. 
 
The application process will be different this year!  
The process will be much easier and faster for the 
applicants as well as the club’s scholarship chairs!  
The application will be available on line and will be 
submitted via e-mail.  This will reduce the need to 
make multiple copies of the application, grades, 
narrative, etc. This should increase the number of 
applicants from each club. 
 
Club presidents should watch for an e-mail in 
December with instructions for the new application 
to pass on to their scholarship chairs.  As a 
reminder, participating clubs are asked to make a 
donation to the scholarship fund.   
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Terri Hudziak, at or 
(262) 617-7507  

 

Here to Serve 

If you would ever like a topic brought before the 

board, please contact Pat Soefker to ensure it is put 

onto the agenda.  That simple! 

Service – It’s Who We Are! 

In even numbered years, we seat a new board for 

the District.  Some of you may be wondering what 

that service means in terms of time and talent 

commitment.   

Board members are expected to attend the Fall and 

Spring meetings hosted by a District club and they 

are to attend and fully participate in two board 

meetings per year.  That’s right – only FOUR 

meetings a year!   

It is a great opportunity to meet fellow leaders 

from other clubs and to develop ourselves. 

The board is comprised of the officers – President, 

First Vice-president, Second Vice-president, 

Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 

Treasurer, the Past President and an appointed 

Director.  The Past President becomes Nominating 

Committee Chair and the Director is a club member 

in good standing in the District. 

In addition we have a Health Scholarship 

Committee Chair who oversees the distribution 

and review of scholarship applications and provides 

grantee information to the treasurer for payment 

of the scholarships. 

We have started the discussion on appointing an 

Art Chair to oversee the Helen Mears Contest and 

the Member Art/Craft/Photo Contest for the 

district.  We’ll keep you posted. 

Please say “YES!” when Abby Lorenz asks for your 

help on the Nominating Committee starting spring 

2017. 

Watch for the Winter Newsletter… 

Watch for the Winter newsletter.  It will include the 

call to the Spring District meeting and the 

reservation form.  That meeting will include the 

Helen Mears Art Contest, The Member 

Art/Craft/Photo Contest, The Scholarship Awards 

and creating the biennial Nominating Committee, 

chaired by Abby Lorenz. 
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Little Hats Big Hearts 

  

The Little Hats – Big Hearts in Milwaukee program 

is getting wonderful attention in our district clubs.  

This program is a division of the American Heart 

Association and each year in SE Wisconsin, the 

Association gives red hats to babies born during 

the month of February, Heart Health Awareness 

Month, at area hospitals.   

Last year, the 30 hats in the picture were made in 2 

weeks by crafters in one club.  We know club 

members in the Rolling Hills District, along with our 

non-club member friends, are already making hats 

– dozens of them!   

This year, let’s shoot for hundreds of hats!!   

Grab your knitting needles or crochet hooks and 

whip up little red hats for babies born in February.  

There is a tremendous need for preemie and 

micro-preemie hats as well as regular newborn 

hats.  The hats must be made of machine washable 

and dryable fiber.  PLEASE- no lumpy adornments, 

embellishments or seams as the babies are very 

delicate at the preemie or newborn ages.   Patterns 

that work well for these little ones can be found at 

the following website: 

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/General/Little-

Hats-Big-Hearts_UCM_487734_SubHomePage.jsp   

If you would prefer to make a donation of yarn – 

those are most warmly welcomed.  Please focus on 

cotton or acrylic medium weight yarn for your 

donation. 

We hope to collect all the hats and yarn into one large 

donation with photos and newspaper coverage. 

Please join us in this truly rewarding effort.  Have 

hats and donations ready for collecting by January 

10.  Email Nancy Dickman when they are ready at: 

or call her at 262-679-

1842, and she will arrange for picking up the 

hats/yarn and consolidating them with the other 

club donations.  Also let her know the names of 

anyone from your club who’d like to join us in the 

delivery of the hats and yarn – it would be 

wonderful to have a group of club women available 

for the presentation. We will keep club presidents 

posted via email on the when and where details of 

the hat delivery.  

Another knit pattern is below…: 

“Broken Rib Knit for Preemie and Newborns”: 

Materials: sz 6 dpns, (optional sz 8 dpns), tapestry 

needle  

Using size 6 double pointed needles 

Cast on 48 (56) stitches, join in round. 

Rows 1-5: (K1, P1) 

You can now change to size 8 needles.  Or stay on size 6. 

Row 6:  Purl around (Can Knit around – but make the 

knit adjustment for alternate rows through remainder 

of pattern.) 

Row 7: (K1, P1) 

Repeat rows 6 & 7 in your chosen pattern 7 times 

Top Shaping: 

1st row: (P2, P2tog) around (or substitute Knit if chose 

that option at Row 6) 

2nd row: (K1, P1) around 

3rd row: (P1, P2tog) around (or knit substitution as 

noted above) 

4th row: (K1, P1) around 

5th row: (P2, P2tog) around (or knit substitution as 

noted above) 

6th row: (K1, P1) around 

7th row: (P1, P2tog) around (or knit substitution as 

noted above) 

8th row: (K1, P1) around 

9th row: (P2tog) around (or knit substitution as noted 

above) 

Break yarn, draw through remaining stitches with 

tapestry needle.  Remove needle, pull tight. 

Fasten off securely and weave in end. 

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/General/Little-Hats-Big-Hearts_UCM_487734_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/General/Little-Hats-Big-Hearts_UCM_487734_SubHomePage.jsp


5 | P a g e  

 

Club News - FUNDRAISING 

Hillsboro 

The Hillsboro Woman's Civic Club held their annual 

Granny's Attic Sale October 13th and 14th at Hills 

Manor and served a lunch with homemade soup, 

sandwiches and pies (as in their FAMOUS pies).  

They reported $1300 in profit. 

These are some of the women involved in the 

woman's club:  

Back row: Jean Traeder, Carole Moe, Rachel Novy 

Front row: Doris Picha, Mary Sterba, Sylvia 

Schneider, and Margaret Ann Roberts. 

 

 

Oconomowoc 
According to The Oconomowoc Woman’s Club 

annual style show, it’s time to “Feather Your Nest 

with Fashion”! 

The club held a wonderful luncheon followed by a 

lovely style show.  The models, women AND men, 

wore very attractive styles.  The male models were 

awesome and seemed to really enjoy being at the 

show.  As always, Ralph Garcia and Mary Stoker 

Smith did a terrific job as M.C.’s.  The raffle went 

very well this year.  The top three prizes were 

$1,000 won by Dina Tanner – one of the newest 

members; two Packer tickets plus parking went to 

Wendy Halloran, also a new member; and the 

Pandora necklace and earring set was won by 

Ralph Garcia.  The yummy bakery items really sold 

like ‘hot cakes!’  Many thanks go to the 

Oconomowoc members for donating their talents, 

from committee, models, raffle and bakery.  

 

COMING UP FAST!!! 

Woman’s Club of Pewaukee 

 

The Woman’s Club of Pewaukee will host their 

annual Razzle Dazzle fundraiser on Wednesday 

.  The Club has a wonderful silent 

auction and raffle.  Reservations are $40 per 

person or a table of 10 for $400.   

Bring new plush Teddy Bears to be shared with 

young and old at local care facilities.  Receive one 

complimentary raffle ticket for your Teddy Bear 

donation.  Please call Sue Goldstone at 414-861-

5447 for any additional information. 

 

Save these Dates 

 January 19, 2017 – District Board meeting at 
Brookfield Square - Black Finn Ameri Pub at 
6:00 p.m. 

 April 8, 2017 District meeting at Delafield 
Brewhaus, hosted by Muskego Woman’s Club 

 May 18-20, 2017 GFWC-WI State Convention in 
Eau Claire 
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Rolling Hills Board Members 

Feel free to contact our Board of Directors at any time, 

and be sure to thank your local representatives for their 

service on the Board. 

 

 Patricia Soefker, President                 

Ppj324@aol.com 

 Nancy Dickman, First Vice-president 

nancy_dman@msn.com 

 Deb Bialozynski, Second Vice-president                                 

dlynnbski@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 Barb Butler, Recording Secretary 

barbkbutler@gmail.com 

 Theresa Custer, Corresponding Secretary 

custerb@aol.com 

 Nancy Niedziela, Treasurer 

Rniedziela@wi.rr.com 

 Karla Lauersdorf, Director 

klauersdorf@ixoniabank.com 

 Abby Lorenz, Past President 

abbylorenz@wi.rr.com 

 

 

From your Rolling Hills Board… 

We wish you a peaceful and joyful holiday season, from Thanksgiving through New Years Day.  

Until we meet again, enjoy your families and friends, travel safely and bring all sorts of 

wonderful stories to our next encounter. 

 

 


