Woman’s Club of Pewaukee Book Club
Schedule for 2018-2019
When: Second Thursday of the Month – Six Times a Year at Noon (September,
November, January, March, May, July)
Place: Didi’s Supper Club in the Ingleside Hotel
How: Come for one book, two books or as many as you want. Come if you read the entire book, half of
the book, or just want to find out what the book is about so you can decide to read it.
What: Email Nancy Niedziela, RNIEDZIELA@WI.RR.COM by the Wednesday before so we have a
nice table for lunch.
September 13, 2018
A Secret Gift: How One Man’s Kindness and a Trove of Letters Revealed the Hidden Treasure of the
Great Depression– Ted Gup
NON-FICTION
An inspiring account of America at its worst-and Americans at their best-woven from the stories of Depressionera families who were helped by gifts from the author's generous and secretive grandfather. Shortly before
Christmas 1933 in Depression-scarred Canton, Ohio, a small newspaper ad offered $10, no strings attached, to
75 families in distress. Interested readers were asked to submit letters describing their hardships to a benefactor
calling himself Mr. B. Virdot.. Moved by the tales of suffering and expressions of hope contained in the letters,
which he discovered in a suitcase 75 years later, Ted Gup initially set out to unveil the lives behind them,
searching for records and relatives all over the country who could help him flesh out the family sagas hinted at
in those letters. In A Secret Gift, he weaves these revelations seamlessly into a tapestry of Depression-era
America, which will fascinate and inspire in equal measure.
November 8, 2018
Same Kind of Different As Me: A Modern-Day Slave, and International Art Dealer, and the Unlikely
Woman Who Bound Them Together -- Ron Hall and Denver Moore
NON-FICTION
Read the critically acclaimed New York Times best-seller with more than one million copies in print. Same Kind
of Different as Me was a major motion picture release by Paramount in fall 2017. Gritty with pain and betrayal
and brutality, this true story also shines with an unexpected, life-changing love. Meet Denver, raised under
plantation-style slavery in Louisiana until he escaped the “Man” – in the 1960’s – by hopping a train. Nontrusting, uneducated, and violent, he spent another 18 years on the streets of Dallas and Fort Worth. Meet Ron
Hall, a self-made millionaire in the world of high priced art deals -- concerned with fast cars, beautiful women,
and fancy clothes. And the woman who changed their lives -- Miss Debbie: “The skinniest, nosiest, pushiest,
woman I ever met, black or white.” She helped the homeless and gave of herself to all of “God’s People,” and
had a way of knowing how to listen and helping others talk and be found – until cancer strikes. Same Kind of
Different as Me is a tale told in two unique voices – Ron Hall & Denver Moore – weaving two completely
different life experiences into one common journey where both men learn “whether we is rich or poor or
something in between this earth ain’t no final restin’ place. So in a way, we is all homeless-just workin’ our way
toward home.” The story takes a devastating twist when Deborah discovers she has cancer. Will Deborah live
or die? Will Denver learn to trust a white man? Will Ron embrace his dying wife's vision to rescue Denver? Or
will Denver be the one rescuing Ron? There's pain and laughter, doubt and tears, and in the end a triumphal
story that readers will never forget.
January 10, 2019
Call of the Wild – Jack London
CLASSIC HISTORICAL FICTION
The Call of the Wild is a short adventure novel by Jack London published in 1903 and set in Yukon, Canada
during the 1890s Klondike Gold Rush, when strong sled dogs were in high demand. The central character is a
dog named Buck. The story opens at a ranch in the Santa Clara Valley of California when Buck is stolen from
his home and sold into service as a sled dog in Alaska. He progressively reverts to a wild state in the harsh
climate, where he is forced to fight to dominate other dogs. By the end, he sheds the veneer of civilization and
relies on primordial instinct and learned experience to emerge as a leader in the wild. London spent almost a

year in the Yukon collecting material for the book. The story was serialized in the Saturday Evening Post in the
summer of 1903; it was published a month later in book form. The book's great popularity and success made a
reputation for London. Much of its appeal derives from its simplicity as a tale of survival. As early as 1923, the
story was adapted to film, and it has since seen several more cinematic adaptations.
March 14, 2019
A Raisin in the Sun—Loraine Hansberry
CLASSIC DRAMA
"Never before, the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of black people's lives been
seen on the stage," observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the Sun opened on Broadway in 1959.
Indeed Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, workingclass family living on the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of black America--and
changed American theater forever. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem "Harlem,"
which warns that a dream deferred might "dry up/like a raisin in the sun."
May 9, 2019
Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain
CLASSIC FICTION
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain is an 1876 novel about a young boy growing up along the
Mississippi River. It is set in the 1840s in the fictional town of St. Petersburg, inspired by Hannibal, Missouri,
where Twain lived as a boy.
In the novel Tom has several adventures, often with his friend, Huck. One such adventure, Tom's whitewashing
of a fence, has been adapted into paintings and referenced in other pieces of popular culture. Originally a
commercial failure the book ended up being the bestselling of any of Twain's works during his lifetime.
July 11, 2019
Yes, Chef: A Memoir – Marcus Samuelsson and Veronica Chambers
NON-FICTION
It begins with a simple ritual: Every Saturday afternoon, a boy who loves to cook walks to his grandmother’s
house and helps her prepare a roast chicken for dinner. The grandmother is Swedish, a retired domestic. The
boy is Ethiopian and adopted, and he will grow up to become the world-renowned chef Marcus Samuelsson.
This book is his love letter to food and family in all its manifestations. Yes, Chef chronicles Samuelsson’s
journey, from his grandmother’s kitchen to his arrival in New York City, where his outsize talent and ambition
finally come together at Aquavit, earning him a New York Times three-star rating at the age of twenty-four. But
Samuelsson’s career of chasing flavors had only just begun—in the intervening years, there have been White
House state dinners, career crises, reality show triumphs, and, most important, the opening of Red Rooster in
Harlem. At Red Rooster, Samuelsson has fulfilled his dream of creating a truly diverse, multiracial dining
room—a place where presidents rub elbows with jazz musicians, aspiring artists, and bus drivers. It is a place
where an orphan from Ethiopia, raised in Sweden, living in America, can feel at home.
September 12, 2019
Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck
CLASSIC HISTORICAL FICTION
First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles the Dust
Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads—driven from their
homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of California. Out of their trials and their repeated
collisions against the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots evolves a drama that is
intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately
stirring in its human dignity. A portrait of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless, of one man’s
fierce reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel captures the horrors of the Great
Depression and probes into the very nature of equality and justice in America. At once a naturalistic epic,
captivity narrative, road novel, and transcendental gospel, Steinbeck’s powerful landmark novel is perhaps the
most American of American Classics

