
November 2019

Dear Woman’s Club Sisters,

November brings Thanksgiving - and memories.  Mine are of my childhood and my 
father.  First generation Irish, he was the oldest of eight.  His mother died young and his 
father was, well – absent a lot.  He had a hard upbringing.  But he worked even harder.  He 
served in WWII.  He took classes at Northwestern University (GI Bill), but I only learned after 
his death that he never graduated from high school.  He didn’t want me to know.  He was 
driven to be a good husband and father.  He was first in his family to own a home.  
Thanksgiving was his holiday.  The best part was after dinner when he would light a fire.  We’d 
turn off all the lights.  My cousins and I would throw pillows on the floor.  And then, my father 
and Uncle Jack would tell tales from the “Old Country.”  It was magical.  

All this makes me think about how blessed I am.  I know there are continual appeals for 
donations – from monthly raffles to new GFWC initiatives.  The Woman’s Club of Pewaukee is a 
service organization.  With that mission, many groups ask for gifts of money or tangible 
donations throughout the year.  We only give monetary gifts from Club funds in May.  That 
means that these types of requests go directly to members for support.  Very few can afford to 
donate to every project.  Please - never forget that there is an equally valued gift –
the “Gift of Time.” EVERYTHING members do for the Club is deeply appreciated.    

Razzle Dazzle 2019!  Our major fundraising event is right around the corner- November 
21st!  Volunteers are always welcomed.  This year’s program is something new!  “Dueling 
Pianos” will be entertaining us with a sing-along musical comedy experience.  Come join us 
(and bring some friends) to our great holiday luncheon!

This year we are honoring the non-profit Hope Center.  They administer many programs 
that aid low-income and homeless individuals and families in meeting basic needs.  Examples
include their hot meal program, day center for veterans and others needing help, and the 
“Clothes Closet.”  We are collecting donations of ground coffee – any size, in a bag or can.  
Everyone bringing a donation receives a free raffle ticket.     

A short tribute to one of our earliest pioneers – finally - Naomi Lyman Clark. She was 
born in 1787 in Massachusetts.  She married Asa Clark in Vermont, gave birth to eight children 
and buried five, before setting out for Pewaukee in 1837. I don’t know how Naomi, Asa and 
their sons Mosely and James traveled.  Her son Timothy came out separately and had to take 
a stagecoach, sleigh, train, and steamer to get here.  No matter how got here, there was no 
easy way.  Naomi was 50 years old.  She left behind parents, siblings and friends.  She, and all 
the women who left their homes to come “west,” were courageous and instrumental in 
bringing their family, hearts and sense of community to Pewaukee. 

I look forward to seeing everyone on November 7th.

Take care,
Kathy

The Woman’s Club of             
………Pewaukee

“In November, 
the trees are standing 
all sticks and bones. 
Without their leaves, 
how lovely they are, 
spreading their arms 
like dancers. 
They know it is time 
to be still.” 

― Cynthia Rylant



MEMBER NEWS

Sad News Past Woman’s Club President and long-time member Ruth Harken’s 

husband Olaf passed away on Sunday, October 20th.  Our hearts go out to 
Ruth and her family. 

**********************

Birthday Celebrations in November
Nancy Koepp Christine Howard Ginny Lockman  
Donna Truelove Christine Nevinski Rona Kasdorf
Elizabeth Balkovich Sue Atherton Kathy Fulton
Nancy Mitchel

“Most turkeys taste better the day after; my mother’s tasted better the day before.” – Rita Rudner

SPECIAL REQUEST for NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
PEWAUKEE BACKPACK PROGRAM

As the holidays arrive, too many children in the Pewaukee schools – yes right here! – go hungry.  The 
Backpacks Program is hoping we can help.  They need non-breakable & non-perishable food items such as  
spaghetti (no glass) and sauce, P&J, salami, cans of veggies, fruit cups, mac & cheese, breakfast bars, 
breakfast foods, individually wrapped snacks, and easy to open individual portioned food.   

DOUBLE value “Black Box” for Backpack and/or Food Pantry donations!

IF YOU PLAN TO DONATE SOMETHING 
FOR RAZZLE DAZZLE  ---

PLEASE BRING IT TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING 
with your completed donation form.

Halloween Fun Fest No snow …. But still cold!



***** NOVEMBER 7TH Membership Meeting *****

BUTLER INN
742 Glacier Road, Pewaukee

Room opens at 11:15.  
Meeting begins promptly at 11:45 

Lunch at 12:15. 

• REMEMBER – if you are not going to attend, you must call or email Jaynee Andree 
before noon on Monday, November 4th

to avoid being charged the $15 cost of the luncheon.
262-305-6770 or jandree@wi.rr.com

Next Board of Director’s Meeting
Saturday, November 15th.  If there is something you would us to 
discuss, please email to me or a board member.

Woman’s Club of Pewaukee’s 115th Anniversary Book
Reminder – If you have not already emailed your photo to me, please send it as soon as possible!  
I would like to have them ready at the December “Holiday Celebration” General Membership Meeting.  

I NEED EVERYONE’S PHOTO TO REALLY MAKE THIS BOOK SPECIAL!

“Thanksgiving dinners take eighteen hours to prepare. They are consumed in twelve minutes. 
Half-times take twelve minutes. This is not a coincidence.” – Erma Bombeck

GFWC Grand Initiatives #5

Women in the Military

We will be preparing “Mommy Bags.”  Military hospitals are seeking already-assembled 
bags for new mothers:  lotions, bath gels, stationary, nail polish, candy, etc.  The common 
thread – items need to be SMALL.   Geri Coen has made a large number of cloth bags for 
our use. They are incredible – thanks Geri! 

We will be asking members to bring donations to our December & January General Meetings. 

And then  … 

GFWC Grand Initiatives #7

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

January 20, 2020 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day.    We’ll be looking for volunteers to 
assemble the bags.   Join us and be part of this service project – and share in the sisterhood of the 
Woman’s Club of Pewaukee.  

"May your stuffing be tasty
May your turkey be plump,
May your potatoes and gravy
Have nary a lump.
May your yams be delicious
And your pies take the prize,
And may your Thanksgiving dinner
Stay off your thighs!"

Coming to our November Meeting

“Suggestion Box”

GFWC Grand Initiatives #4 & #6 –Shoes4Soles used sports footwear & Dr. Seuss Books & are always 
appreciated donations.  Bring them to any general meeting and we’ll take care of them from there!

GFWC CORNER



A Salute to Our November Members – “Did you know?”

Marie was a past Woman’s Club of Pewaukee Secretary, chair 
of various committees and members of many others.  She has also 
served as a Membership Meeting Hostess and luncheon chair. 

She has participated in numerous fundraisers making quilts, 
and has helped at food fairs.  

Marie was born in Buena Vista, WI.  She worked as an R. N. at 
hospitals in Fond du Lac, Stevens Point, Madison, and Waukesha.  
She moved to Pewaukee in 1968, has been married for 64 years, has 
five children and nine grandchildren.   Nancy adds:  “ l have all 
Membership yearbooks from 1978. to 2019.”00

Helen was born in Houghton, MI.  Helen is a nurse, her husband 
a physician.  They  moved many times as he pursued his medical 
degree.  His residency at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and 
practice in Detroit kept them in MI.  

When he was drafted in the Navy, they spent 2 1/2 years at 
Great Lake Naval Base.  Some may remember the photo of a man in 
uniform and a nurse displayed at our “Rosie the Riveter” spring 
fundraiser several years ago.   Finally, they arrived in Pewaukee area 
when he has offices in Milwaukee and Brookfield and Helen has been 
with the Woman’s Club of the next 35 years!

Helen has six children, 10 grandchildren, and 14 great-
grandchildren and feels very blessed.  Helen loves to knit.  She won a 
2nd place ribbon at the 2019 Rolling Hills District Member Arts contest.  

For her fun fact, Helen shares:  “When I was ten, three friends 
and I signed up for free piano accordion lessons!  

Helen Stenborg
Honorary

1984

Marie Torzewski
Honorary

1974

Debbie was born in Kahuku, Hawaii.  Her family moved back 

to her father’s hometown of Mukwonago.  She’s lived in East Troy, and
moved to Pewaukee at 20 where she met her husband.  Debbie feels 
blessed to have worked side-by-side with her father-in-law for 28 years 
before his passing.  

Debbie loves to travel but has a fear of crossing bridges! She’s 
headed to a wedding in New Orleans next month and found out there is a 
24 Mile bridge she’ll have to cross!  She shares:  “Life and being a 
grandma is more rewarding than words could explain. I am very excited 
about our club and look forward to getting back into it and having fun 
like everyone else is.”  

Debbie Koepp
1998



A Salute to Our November Members – “Did you know?”

Marie was born in 
western Pennsylvania. She 
has also lived in 
Massachusetts, Michigan 
and Wisconsin.  

She has helped the 
last two years at the Helen 
Farnsworth Art Contest 
reception.  

Marie’s fun fact – “I 
am learning to play a 
harmonica.”

Barb was born in West Allis, WI.  
She has also lived in Grafton, Delafield 
and now Pewaukee.

Barb has been a Membership 
Meeting Hostess.  

She has two fun facts – Barb 
shares:  “When I was younger, I 
competed in multiple roller skating
events. I also try complete a 400 piece
puzzle daily.”

Linda Kowalewski
2013

Marie Renn
2015

Barb Janke
2014

Linda was born in Sussex, Wisconsin. She has also lived in 
Pewaukee, Milwaukee.  Her family also has a cottage near Stevens Point

She helps Mary Deitz with the New Member  committee.  She’s best 
known as the Club’s “Sheepshead Arranger.”  

Linda shares her past interests:  
“I entered a powder puff motorcycle race once, but I was the first rider 
to get off the track and give up. Also used to be a weekend rock 
climber at Devil's Lake State Park.”

Deb was born in Wisconsin and has 

lived in Hartland, Genesee, and Pewaukee. Her 
favorite past time is spending time and going 
places with her family and three grandkids!!

Growing up, she was active in 
Brownies/Girl Scouts, 4-H, Job's Daughter's 
(Bethel #69), and Daley Debutantes (twirling 
baton in parades).   Deb has a degree in 
Business, Human Resources & Event/Meeting 
Planning from WCTC . 

She has served on the Razzle Dazzle 
and Spring Garden Party committees, enjoys 
networking and soliciting for donations for 
raffles.

Deb’s Interesting fun fact: “When I was 
younger, I used to sew all my own clothes and 
customize the patterns. I would sew 
everyone's Christmas and birthday gifts too!!”

Deb Bialozynski
2013


